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UCB Pharma* announces granting of European marketing 
authorisation for innovative transdermal therapy for symptomatic 

treatment of urge incontinence 
 
 

 
Brussels, 21st June 2004 – UCB Pharma, one of Europe’s leading specialist 

pharmaceutical companies, today announced that the European Commission has 

granted marketing authorisation for an innovative product for the symptomatic 

treatment of urge incontinence, a condition often called ‘overactive bladder’ which 

affects nearly 17% of Europeans aged 40 and above.1  

 

The marketing authorisation, for a novel oxybutynin transdermal product for the 

symptomatic treatment of urge incontinence and/or increased urinary frequency and 

urgency in patients with unstable bladder, was granted to the European subsidiary of 

Watson Pharmaceuticals Inc of Corona, California. In September 2003, UCB 

Pharma and Watson announced that they had entered into a marketing and supply 

agreement for the marketing of the product in Europe by UCB Pharma. 

 

Approval of this application supports UCB Pharma’s stated intention of developing a 

specialist pharmaceutical business providing innovative new therapies focussing on 

areas of unmet medical need.  
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In clinical studies, the transdermal patch has been shown to significantly reduce the 

number of incontinence episodes and the average daily urinary frequency, with a 

significant proportion of patients achieving total continence.2,3  Whereas dry mouth is 

the commonest side-effect of traditional oral oxybutynin treatment, its incidence with 

transdermal oxybutynin was shown to be similar to placebo.3  No patient has 

discontinued treatment due to constipation or dizziness in clinical studies.2,3  Central 

nervous system and cardio-vascular undesirable effects known to be associated with 

traditional oral therapy were not observed in clinical trials with transdermal 

oxybutynin.4 

 

Commenting on the granting of the marketing authorisation, Francois Meurgey, 

Director of Global Marketing at UCB Pharma said, “The approval of this novel 

oxybutynin transdermal patch is further evidence of UCB Pharma’s determination to 

become the preferred partner for patients and physicians seeking innovative new 

therapies to treat unmet needs.” 

 

-Ends- 
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*UCB Pharma is part of the pharmaceutical division of the UCB group of companies. 

 

OxytrolTM is a trademark of Watson Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
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About UCB Pharma 

UCB Pharma is part of UCB, a pharmaceutical and specialty chemical company with 

headquarters in Brussels, Belgium which operates on a global scale. UCB Pharma is 

one of Europe’s leading specialty pharmaceutical companies, specialising in the 

fields of allergy and respiratory disease and in treatments for disorders of the central 

nervous system. Among products developed by UCB Pharma are Keppra® 

(levetiracetam), a novel adjunctive treatment for the treatment of partial onset 

seizures associated with epilepsy, Nootropil®  (piracetam) a cerebral function 

regulator,  Xyzal® (levocetirizine) a fast acting antihistamine for intermittent and 

persistent allergic rhinitis and chronic idiopathic urticaria in adults and children, and 

Zyrtec® (cetirizine), the world’s most widely used second generation antihistamine. 

With over 6,500 employees operating in over 100 countries, in 2003 UCB Pharma 

achieved a consolidated turnover of €1,463 billion. 

 

About the UCB Group 
 UCB is committed to pharmaceuticals as well as to technically innovative products 

for surface applications. It employs 12,000 people around the world. UCB, listed on 

Euronext Brussels, posted sales of €3 billion and net result of €340 million in 2003. 

 

For further information please visit www.ucb-group.com and www.ucbpharma.com. 
 

About Watson Pharmaceuticals Inc 
Watson Pharmaceuticals Inc, headquartered in Corona CA, is a leading specialty 

pharmaceutical company that develops, manufactures, markets, sells and distributes 

branded and generic pharmaceutical products.  Watson pursues a growth strategy 

combining internal product development, strategic alliances and collaborations and 

synergistic acquisitions of products and businesses. 
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Margaret Morgan Arnaud Denis 
Head of Pharma Communication  Investor Relations Manager 
UCB Pharma  UCB Group  
Tel: +32 (0)2 559 93 42  Tel: +32 (0)2 559 92 64 
Cell: +32 (0)499 56 57 80    
Email: margaret.morgan@ucb-group.com  Email: arnaud.denis@ucb-group.com 
 
 
Laurence Battaille 
Corporate Communication 
UCB Group 
Tel: +32 (0)2 559 97 34 
 
Email: laurence.battaille@ucb-group.com 
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