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Press Release

GEORGES JACOBS ANNOUNCES THAT HE WILL RESIGN FROM HIS
EXECUTIVE POST ON JANUARY 1, 2005

Brussels, September 3, 2004 — Following the successful acquisition of Celltech, which
was a major milestone in the strategic refocusing of UCB on activities with rapid growth
and high margins, Georges Jacobs, Chairman of the Executive Committee, has decided to
step back from the daily management of the Group, as he is nearing his 65" birthday.
Georges Jacobs has been the Chairman of the Executive Committee since 1987.

The Board of Directors expresses its gratitude to Georges Jacobs for distinguished
services rendered to UCB and appoints him on January 1, 2005, as Chairman of the
Board of Directors, where he will replace Mark Eyskens who has reached the age limit
for this position. The Board of Directors will appoint Roch Doliveux, currently Deputy
Chairman and CEO of UCB Pharma, as Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
UCB Group on January 1, 2005.

Georges Jacobs said: "It is with great emotion, but also with confidence that I will
withdraw from the daily management of the Group to which | have dedicated the best
part of my career. | know that under the management of Roch Doliveux, whose qualities
and vision we have all witnessed, UCB will successfully take up the new challenge that is
the progressive development of one of the very first global bio-pharmaceutical groups."

About the UCB Group:

UCB (www.uch-group.com) is a global pharmaceutical and specialty chemical leader with headquarters in
Brussels, Belgium. UCB is focused on innovative solutions for human healthcare through its UCB Pharma
division, as well as technically innovative products for surface applications through its Surface Specialities
division, and employs 12,000 people around the world. UCB Pharma’s research activities are focused in the
fields of neurology, allergy and respiratory disease, inflammation and oncology. UCB Pharma’s main
products include Keppra (antiepileptic), Xyzal and Zyrtec (antiallergics), Nootropil (cerebral function
regulator) and Tussionex (antitussive). UCB is listed on Euronext Brussels, and achieved sales of €3 billion
and a net profit of €340 million in 2003.
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