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TheRadissonBluHotelSandton is 15floors of

trulyoriginaldesign in a newlybuilttowerwith a

largeindependentspabelowandtwofloors of

penthouses above . I t
is

a
hotelthatbreaksthe

mould of thecity' s previoushoteldesign in its
youthfulandconfidentlyhipinterpretation of

cosmopolitan tastestoday , creating a

connectionforitsguestswithmodernEurope
whileoffering a feast of cityviewsonallsides.

MariaVafiadis of MKVDesignexplains :

" Our
briefwas

t o design a firstclassinternational
hotelthatwouldstandoutamongthecity' s

hotelsbecause it had
a genuinelymodern

Europeanessenceand it was t o appeal ,

in

particular ,

t o theyoungergeneration of well
travelledbusinesspeoplewhoexpectnew
experiencesandvisualstimuli

in
theirhotelsbut

withouttheloss
of familiarcontemporary

referencesandcomforts. "

Fromthelobby levelupwards ,

TheRadissonBlu
Sandton wrapsaround a centralatriumthat
soarsupall15levels

of thehotelwith
guestroomsaccessedfromatrium-side
corridors . MKVplayedwiththebasicsquare
design of theatrium

, skilfullylayering it t o great
dramaticeffect.

One of thefacadeshasbeencladwith a mirror
thatcurves in incrementalstepsupwardsand
overtheheight of thespace . Runs of concealed

lightingcircumventtheatrium at eachlevel
sendingoutregularlychangingbeams of

coloured lightthattransformthemirroredwall
into a glitteringsculpturepresidingoverthe
lobbyareabelow . A galaxy of spheres ,

suspendedfromtheceiling , appears t o float
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throughtheupperlevels of thespace like
moons

, capturingandconverting thelighting
intoeverchangingshadowsacross theentire
space.

Themainlobbylounge is a largemulti-functional
spacewithintentionallyexaggerated andvivid
furniture - witheye-catchingallsorts

of seating
andoccasionaltables

,

from large , organically
shapedsofast o

oversized wing-backedchairs
andneatseatingpods . Thelobby is designed t o

meettoday' s preference foraninformaland
inclusive lifestylebut it cleverlyavoidstherisk of

onegroupdisruptinganotherbycreating
" corners of activity

"

. A wall of specially
designedbanquetteseating ,

forexample , helps
determine a quietarea forsittingandworking.
Thebanquettesaredividedintosectionsby
glassbookshelvesandeachsectionhas a small
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podtablesuited t o laptopworking . Theeffect is

a sense of privacywithoutcompleteseparation
fromthetheatre of theatrium . Another " corner "

offersthefocus of a fireplaceandanareafor
quietconversation.

SouthAfrica is famedforitswine
,

and at The
RadissonBluSandton

,

thewinedisplay is an
entireglassroomleadingfromtheatrium lobby
andprovidingpassage t o theVivace
Restaurant . Here

,

theuse of theboldcolours of

Africaagainst a neutralbackgroundcontinues
withfiery tones of redandorange
predominating in theupholsteryand
accessories.

Therestaurant providesall-daydiningandits
useof variedshapes ,

artworksandlighting
workaswell

at breakfastasat night-time.

Notable featuresinclude a strikingmoulded
whitecorianbreakfastbuffettableandspecially
designedglasssculptures ,

likedancingflames
,

inset intothewall.

Theconference andmeetingrooms
, comprising

twoballroomsandeightprivaterooms
, spanan

entirefloor . TheRadissonBluSandton is

primarilya businesshotel
,

andthereis everybit
asmuchattentiongiven t o thedesign of this
floorast o thepublicspaces . Here

,

thedesign is

functionalbutnotutilitarian
;

it
is sleekand

contemporarywith a combination of geometric
andorganicshapesandstrikingoriginal
artwork . Imposing fullheightbanquetteseats
withintegraldownlighterslinethecorridorwalls
aninnovative

,

andverypractical ,

feature
providingadditionalsoundproofingaswellas a

place t o sitandcomparenotes.
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Thedesign of the290guestrooms , including
33suites

,

followstwoschemes
,

one of which
is moreyouthfulandtheotherwith a quieter
decorandmoreconventional styling . Bothroom
typescelebratethefabulouscityscape outside
asthelayout of

theroomnaturallydrawsguests
t o theviewthrough thewindow.

Thehotelalsohasone of theloveliestoutdoor
poolsin Johannesburg ,

withmorestunning
viewsand a largedeckandgracefulpoolbar
alongside.

Allof themanypiecesof artthroughout the
hotelwerecommissioned locallyand
comprise a mixof media blackandwhite
photography , printedcanvasesandbronze
sculptures ,

aswellastheglasswork in the
restaurant.
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