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The Government’s proposed new ID card, which could be used to withdraw money at banks, has been met with 
disapproval more than a year before the smartcards are launched. 

Leading banking groups yesterday said they disagreed with the government over the proposed ID cards that 
can also be used as debit cards to withdraw and deposite money from automated teller machines. 

Walter Volker, general manager of Absa’s payment systems division, yesterday told THE CITIZEN they did not 
see how this system could be made possible with ID cards. 

Mr Volker said first on the list of objections to the government’s proposed ID card-cum-banking card was 
security. 

Home Affairs want to see their proposal of ID card being used as a debit card become law. 

The department envisages the new smart cards as an ID card, drivers’ licence, banking card and firearm 
licence. 

The new smart cards are set to be issued in March next year, when the first phase of the new card system is 
implemented and the current green identity books are phased out. 

According to Home Affairs, the banking details with this card will require only the fingerprint of the holder, and 
no PIN Number; making it safer. 

But stakeholders in the process are less optimistic. 

The Freedom of Expression Institute was quoted in Sunday newspaper as saying the new card system posed a 
“major threat” to individuals’ right to privacy, and that access to personal data would be a button away. 

While Minister Home Affairs Nosiviwe Mapiso-Nqakula has said her department is in discussion with the 
banking groups in the country on the viability of loading the new ID cards with banking details the banks said 
though the discussions had been going on for some time, no agreements had been reached. 

Mr Volker said another big issued was the branding of the card, with government wanting their own design and 
branding without any particular bank branding. 

“The government will never be a bank, and the bank will never be   a government. 

“We have been involved with the government for a long time, but we continue to disagree on r number of 
issues,” he said. 

He added the technology implementing the cards was not an issue, but the issuing of the cards by government 
was a major problem.  

“Certainly, at this stage it does not seem possible that the government’s new identity card will be used as an 
ATM card,” Mr Volker said. 

Nkosana Sibuyi, Home Affairs spokesman, yesterday said research had revealed the card could be used for 
many things, and discussions with banks were under way. 



The department was hopeful discussions would be successful. 

Home affairs have set a target of a million smart cards to pensioners, the first to receive these new ID 
documents, within the first quarter of next year. 

Sibuyi yesterday said it was difficult to say how much much the project would cost, but the cards would be 
issued free. 

 


