
AES Corporation ›› History

 Over the past 25 years, AES has helped drive energy sector growth and pioneered advances in many markets, 
generating global industry leadership from innovation and operational excellence.

In our fi rst 25 years, AES has become a global industry leader. We’ve helped transform communities 
worldwide through the generation and distribution of electricity. At the forefront of deregulation in the US and 
then privatization in markets around the world, today we retain our entrepreneurial spirit and proven ability to 
succeed wherever opportunities arise. 

Founded in 1981, AES built its fi rst power plant in 1985 in Texas, which was also one of the fi rst competitive 
power plants in the United States. During AES’s fi rst fi ve years, we added an additional three plants in three 
states in the US, and began looking for opportunities to take our fi nancing, construction and operational know-
how global.

In the early 1990’s, as markets opened up globally, AES began generating electricity in the United Kingdom, 
soon followed by Argentina, Pakistan, China, Hungary, Brazil and other emerging markets worldwide. An 
early mover, in 1998 we acquired a minority stake in a power plant in the fi rst and only generation privatization 
in India. In West Africa and Central America, we have brought electricity to places that never knew reliable 
power, while electrifying urban centers, including São Paulo and Indianapolis. We have helped pioneer new 
pollution control technologies in the US and biomass conversions in Hungary. And we have continued to 
expand into burgeoning markets worldwide—to Qatar, Oman, Sri Lanka, Cameroon—and more recently to 
Bulgaria, where we are building our single largest greenfi eld project investment to date, and the fi rst large scale 
plant to be built in that country in 20 years. 

Today, we are expanding into new lines of business—like wind, climate change and other alternative energy 
areas—while growing our core electricity business through platform expansions and by continuing to enter 
new markets, such as southeast Europe. Following the acquisition of signifi cant wind generation assets in the 
US, we fi nalized the construction of our fi rst wind farm in Texas in 2006, the same state in which twenty years 
before we constructed our fi rst power plant. Since then, we have expanded our wind business into the UK, 
France and Bulgaria—some of the fastest growing markets for wind generation in Europe. Today, we have 
more than 6,000 MW of wind generation projects in development worldwide. 
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In 2006, we made a signifi cant investment in a greenhouse gas emission offset project, AES AgriVerde. 
AES AgriVerde produces greenhouse gas emissions offsets through the construction and operation  
of agricultural waste management systems designed to capture methane gas. We continue to find
ways to reduce and offset greenhouse gas emissions, and are evaluating future investtments in 
alternatives such as solar power and wave technologies.

Throughout our history, the people of AES have always stayed at the forefront of change, as a positive force 
in the energy sector as well as the communities in which we work and live. With signifi cant global reach, 
deep local knowledge and distinctive operational skills, AES will continue to expand into new energy and 
infrastructure markets worldwide. 

AES Corporation
4300 Wilson Blvd
Arlington, Virginia 22203
USA

www.aes.com

Forward Looking Statements: Financial information in this fact sheet is in summary form. The complete fi nancial statements and 
notes are fi led in the Company’s Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2007, as well as our other Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) fi lings, and should be read in conjunction with this fact sheet. Copies of these fi lings can be obtained from our website 
at www.aes.com, or from the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. Also, certain statements in this fact sheet may constitute “forward-looking 
statements” as defi ned by the SEC. Such statements are not historical facts, but are predictions about the future that inherently 
involve risks and uncertainties, and these risks and uncertainties could cause our actual results to diff er from those contained in the 
forward-looking statements. In addition, AES disclaims any obligations to update any forward-looking statement to refl ect events or 
circumstances after the date hereof. We urge investors to read our descriptions and discussions of these risks that are contained under 
the section “Risk Factors” in the Company’s most recent Form 10-K as noted above.
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